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SEC. 2. REAUTHORIZATION OF ASSISTANCE TO
FIREFIGHTERS GRANTS PROGRAM
AND THE FIRE PREVENTION AND

SAFETY GRANTS PROGRAM.
(a) REPEAL OF SUNSET.—Section 33 of the Fed-
eral Fire Prevention and Control Act of 1974 (15
U.S.C. 2229) is amended by striking subsection

T).
()(b) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—
Subsection (q)(1)(B) of such section is amended
by striking 2017’ and inserting ‘2023”’.

(c) AUTHORIZATION FOR CERTAIN TRAINING
UNDER ASSISTANCE TO FIREFIGHTERS GRANTS
PROGRAM.—Subsection (c)(3) of such section is

amended by adding at the end the following:
““(N) To provide specialized training to fire-
fighters, paramedics, emergency medical service
workers, and other first responders to recognize
individuals who have mental illness and how to
properly intervene with individuals with mental
illness, including strategies for verbal de-esca-
lation of crisis.”’.
SEC. 3. REAUTHORIZATION OF STAFFING FOR
ADEQUATE FIRE AND EMERGENCY
RESPONSE GRANT PROGRAM.
(a) REPEAL OF SUNSET.—Section 34 of the Fed-
eral Fire Prevention and Control Act of 1974 (15
U.S.C. 2229a) is amended by striking subsection

(k).

(b) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—
Subsection (7)(1)(I) of such section is amended,
in the matter before clause (i), by striking

2017’ and inserting “2023”.

(¢c) MODIFICATION OF APPLICATION REQUIRE-
MENTS.—Subsection (b)(3)(B) of such section is
amended by striking “‘of subsection (a)(1)(B)(ii)
and (F)” and inserting ‘‘of subsection
(@)((F)”. )

(d) MODIFICATION OF LIMITATION.—Subsection
(c)(2) of such section is amended by striking
“prior to November 24, 2003 and inserting
“prior to the date of the application for the

N

T .
g (e) MODIFICATION OF WAIVER AUTHORITY.—
Subsection (d)(1)(B) of such section is amended
by striking ‘‘subsection (a)(1)(E) or subsection
(c)(2)” and inserting ‘‘subsection (a)(1)(E),
(c)(2), or (c)(4)”.

(f) REPEAL OF AUTHORITY FOR CERTAIN USE
OF GRANT AMOUNTS TRANSFERRED TO ASSIST-
ANCE TO FIREFIGHTERS GRANTS PROGRAM.—Sub-
section (a)(1)(B) of such section is amended by
striking ‘“‘and to provide’’ and all that follows
through ‘“‘of crises’.

(9) EXPANSION OF STAFFING FOR ADEQUATE
FIRE AND EMERGENCY RESPONSE GRANT PRO-
GRAM.—Subsection (a)(1)(B) of such section, as
amended by subsection (f), is further amended
by inserting ‘‘or to change the status of part-
time or paid-on-call (as defined in section 33(a))
firefighters to full-time firefighters’ after ‘‘fire-
fighters’.

SEC. 4. TRAINING ON ADMINISTRATION OF FIRE
GRANT PROGRAMS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Administrator of the
Federal Emergency Management Agency, acting
through the Administrator of the United States
Fire Administration, may develop and make
widely available an electronic, online training
course for members of the fire and emergency re-
sponse community on matters relating to the ad-
ministration of grants under sections 33 and 34
of the Federal Fire Prevention and Control Act
0f 1974 (15 U.S.C. 2229 and 2229a,).

(b) REQUIREMENTS.—The Administrator of the
Federal Emergency Management Agency shall
ensure that any training developed and made
available under subsection (a) is—

(1) tailored to the financial and time con-
straints of members of the fire and emergency
response community; and

(2) accessible to all individuals in the career,
combination, paid-on-call, and volunteer fire
and emergency response community.

SEC. 5. FRAMEWORK FOR OVERSIGHT AND MONI-
TORING OF THE ASSISTANCE TO
FIREFIGHTERS GRANTS PROGRAM,
THE FIRE PREVENTION AND SAFETY
GRANTS PROGRAM, AND THE STAFF-
ING FOR ADEQUATE FIRE AND EMER-
GENCY RESPONSE GRANT PROGRAM.

(a) FRAMEWORK.—Not later than 90 days after
the date of the enactment of this Act, the Ad-
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ministrator of the Federal Emergency Manage-
ment Agency, acting through the Administrator
of the United States Fire Administration, shall
develop and implement a grant monitoring and
oversight framework to mitigate and minimize
risks of fraud, waste, abuse, and mismanage-
ment relating to the grants programs under sec-
tions 33 and 34 of the Federal Fire Prevention
and Control Act of 1974 (15 U.S.C. 2229 and
2229a).

(b) ELEMENTS.—The framework required by
subsection (a) shall include the following:

(1) Developing standardized guidance and
training for all participants in the grant pro-
grams described in subsection (a).

(2) Conduct of regular risk assessments.

(3) Conducting desk reviews and site visits.

(4) Enforcement actions to recoup potential
questionable costs of grant recipients.

(5) Such other oversight and monitoring tools
as the Administrator of the Federal Emergency
Management Agency considers mnecessary to
mitigate and minimize fraud, waste, abuse, and
mismanagement relating to the grant programs
described in subsection (a).

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the com-
mittee-reported substitute amendment
be considered and agreed to, the bill, as
amended, be considered read a third
time and passed, and the motion to re-
consider be considered made and laid
upon the table.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The committee-reported amendment
in the nature of a substitute was
agreed to.

The bill (S. 829), as amended, was or-
dered to be engrossed for a third read-

ing, was read the third time, and
passed.
———
SENIORS FRAUD PREVENTION ACT
OF 2017

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of Calendar No. 191, S. 81.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the bill by title.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

A Dbill (S. 81) to establish an advisory office
within the Bureau of Consumer Protection of
the Federal Trade Commission to prevent
fraud targeting seniors, and for other pur-
poses.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the bill.

Mr. McCONNELL. I ask unanimous
consent that the bill be considered read
a third time and passed and the motion
to reconsider be considered made and
laid upon the table.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The bill (S. 81) was ordered to be en-
grossed for a third reading, was read
the third time, and passed, as follows:

S. 81

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the
Fraud Prevention Act of 2017"’.
SEC. 2. OFFICE FOR THE PREVENTION OF FRAUD

TARGETING SENIORS.

(a) ESTABLISHMENT OF ADVISORY OFFICE.—
The Federal Trade Commission shall estab-
lish an office within the Bureau of Consumer
Protection for the purpose of advising the
Commission on the prevention of fraud tar-

‘“Seniors
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geting seniors and to assist the Commission
with the following:

(1) OVERSIGHT.—The advisory office shall
monitor the market for mail, television,
Internet, telemarketing, and recorded mes-
sage telephone call (hereinafter referred to
as ‘‘robocall’”) fraud targeting seniors and
shall coordinate with other relevant agencies
regarding the requirements of this section.

(2) CONSUMER EDUCATION.—The Commission
through the advisory office shall, in con-
sultation with the Attorney General, the
Secretary of Health and Human Services, the
Postmaster General, the Chief Postal Inspec-
tor for the United States Postal Inspection
Service, and other relevant agencies—

(A) disseminate to seniors and families and
caregivers of seniors general information on
mail, television, Internet, telemarketing,
and robocall fraud targeting seniors, includ-
ing descriptions of the most common fraud
schemes;

(B) disseminate to seniors and families and
caregivers of seniors information on report-
ing complaints of fraud targeting seniors ei-
ther to the national toll-free telephone num-
ber established by the Commission for re-
porting such complaints, or to the Consumer
Sentinel Network, operated by the Commis-
sion, where such complaints will become im-
mediately available to appropriate law en-
forcement agencies, including the Federal
Bureau of Investigation and the attorneys
general of the States;

(C) in response to a specific request about
a particular entity or individual, provide
publically available information of enforce-
ment action taken by the Commission for
mail, television, Internet, telemarketing,
and robocall fraud against such entity; and

(D) maintain a website to serve as a re-
source for information for seniors and fami-
lies and caregivers of seniors regarding mail,
television, Internet, telemarketing, robocall,
and other identified fraud targeting seniors.

(3) COMPLAINTS.—The Commission through
the advisory office shall, in consultation
with the Attorney General, establish proce-
dures to—

(A) log and acknowledge the receipt of
complaints by individuals who believe they
have been a victim of mail, television, Inter-
net, telemarketing, and robocall fraud in the
Consumer Sentinel Network, and shall make
those complaints immediately available to
Federal, State, and local law enforcement
authorities; and

(B) provide to individuals described in sub-
paragraph (A), and to any other persons, spe-
cific and general information on mail, tele-
vision, Internet, telemarketing, and robocall
fraud, including descriptions of the most
common schemes using such methods of
communication.

(b) COMMENCEMENT.—The Commission shall
commence carrying out the requirements of
this section not later than one year after the
date of the enactment of this Act.

———

RESOLUTIONS DISCHARGED

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that applicable
committees be discharged and the Sen-
ate proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of the following resolutions en
bloc: S. Res. 199, S. Res. 225, S. Res. 227,
and S. Res. 238.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolutions
en bloc.

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the reso-
lutions be agreed to, the preambles be
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agreed to, and the motions to recon-
sider be considered made and laid upon
the table, all en bloc.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The resolution (S. Res.
agreed to.

The preamble was agreed to.

(The resolution, with its preamble, is
printed in the RECORD of June 22, 2017,
under ‘“‘Submitted Resolutions.’’)

The resolution (S. Res. 225) was
agreed to.

The preamble was agreed to.

(The resolution, with its preamble, is
printed in the RECORD of July 20, 2017,
under ‘“Submitted Resolutions.”’)

The resolution (S. Res. 227) was
agreed to.

The preamble was agreed to.

(The resolution, with its preamble, is
printed in the RECORD of July 20, 2017,
under “Submitted Resolutions.”’)

The resolution (S. Res. 238) was
agreed to.

The preamble was agreed to.

(The resolution, with its preamble, is
printed in the RECORD of August 1, 2017,
under ‘“‘Submitted Resolutions.’’)

199) was

—————

HARRY W. COLMERY VETERANS
EDUCATIONAL ASSISTANCE ACT
OF 2017

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of H.R. 3218, which was received
from the House.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the bill by title.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

A Dbill (H.R. 3218) to amend title 38, United
States Code, to make certain improvements
in the laws administered by the Secretary of
Veterans Affairs, and for other purposes.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the bill.

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, I am
pleased that today the Senate is unani-
mously passing the Harry W. Colmery
Veterans Educational Assistance Act
of 2017, known as the Forever GI Bill,
which would make important improve-
ments to the GI bill.

The bill removes time restrictions on
using the GI bill, enabling future re-
cipients to use benefits their entire
lives as opposed to within the current
15-year timeline. It provides 100 per-
cent GI bill eligibility to Purple Heart
recipients. It also increases GI bill
funding for Reservists, Guardsmen, de-
pendents, surviving spouses, and sur-
viving dependents.

While the bill includes many provi-
sions I support, I also have ongoing
concerns about institutions of higher
education, especially for-profit col-
leges, which prey on veterans using GI
bill benefits. I do not believe this bill
goes far enough to provide the type of
protections we owe to our
servicemembers and the kind of insti-
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tutional accountability that taxpayers
deserve.

I am particularly concerned that the
Forever GI Bill does not address the 90/
10 loophole which incentivizes for-prof-
it colleges to aggressively recruit and
prey on veterans. Under current law,
for-profit colleges are prohibited from
receiving more than 90 percent of their
revenue from Federal taxpayers, but
due to a loophole in the law, such rev-
enue does not count Department of
Veterans Affairs GI bill or Department
of Defense Tuition Assistance funding.
This means that, by targeting veterans
and servicemembers, for-profit colleges
can actually receive 100 percent of
their revenue directly from Federal
taxpayers.

And many do. According to data re-
leased by the Department of Education
in 2016, 193 institutions received more
than 90 percent of their revenue from
Federal taxpayers when Department of
Education, Department of Veterans Af-
fairs, and Department of Defense funds
were counted together.

I have long called for this loophole to
be corrected and for the percentage of
Federal revenue to be returned to the
original 85 percent. I will soon reintro-
duce legislation, the Protecting Stu-
dents and Taxpayers, POST, Act, to ad-
dress this issue.

While not addressed in the Forever
GI Bill we are passing today, I look for-
ward to working with my colleagues—
including Senator CARPER who has au-
thored another bill on this topic which
I support—veterans service organiza-
tions, and others to consider this and
other important accountability con-
cerns.

Mr. McCONNELL. I ask unanimous
consent that the bill be considered read
a third time and passed and the motion
to reconsider be considered made and
laid upon the table.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The bill (H.R. 3218) was ordered to a
third reading, was read the third time,
and passed.

REDESIGNATING CERTAIN CLINICS
OF THE DEPARTMENT OF VET-
ERANS AFFAIRS LOCATED IN
MONTANA

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Veterans’ Affairs be dis-
charged from further consideration of
S. 1282 and the Senate proceed to its
immediate consideration.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The clerk will report the bill by title.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

A Dbill (S. 1282) to redesignate certain clin-
ics of the Department of Veterans Affairs lo-
cated in Montana.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the bill.
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Mr. McCONNELL. I ask unanimous
consent that the Daines-Tester sub-
stitute amendment at the desk be con-
sidered and agreed to, the bill, as
amended, be read a third time and
passed, and the motion to reconsider be
considered made and laid upon the
table.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there
objection?

Without objection, it is so ordered.

The amendment (No. 749) in the na-
ture of a substitute was agreed to as
follows:

(Purpose: In the nature of a substitute)

Strike all after the enacting clause and in-
sert the following:

SECTION 1. REDESIGNATION OF CERTAIN DE-
PARTMENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS
CLINICS IN MONTANA.

(a) DAVID J. THATCHER VA CLINIC.—

(1) DESIGNATION.—The clinic of the Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs located at 2687
Palmer Street in Missoula, Montana, shall
after the date of the enactment of this Act
be known and designated as the ‘“‘David J.
Thatcher VA Clinic”.

(2) REFERENCES.—Any reference in any law,
regulation, map, document, paper, or other
record of the United States to the clinic re-
ferred to in paragraph (1) shall be considered
to be a reference to the David J. Thatcher
VA Clinic.

(b) DR. JOSEPH MEDICINE CROW VA CLIN-
IC.—

(1) DESIGNATION.—The clinic of the Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs located at 1775
Spring Creek Lane in Billings, Montana,
shall after the date of the enactment of this
Act be known and designated as the ‘“Dr. Jo-
seph Medicine Crow VA Clinic”’.

(2) REFERENCES.—AnNy reference in any law,
regulation, map, document, paper, or other
record of the United States to the clinic re-
ferred to in paragraph (1) shall be considered
to be a reference to the Dr. Joseph Medicine
Crow VA Clinic.

(3) PUBLIC DISPLAY OF NAME.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—Any local public display
of the name of the clinic referred to in para-
graph (1) carried out by the United States or
through the use of Federal funds shall in-
clude the English name, Dr. Joseph Medicine
Crow, and the Crow name, Dakaak Baako, of
Dr. Joseph Medicine Crow.

(B) LOCAL DISPLAY.—For purposes of sub-
paragraph (A), a local public display of the
name of the clinic referred to in paragraph
(1) includes a display inside the clinic, on the
campus of the clinic, and in the community
surrounding the clinic, such as signs direct-
ing individuals to the clinic.

(c) BENJAMIN CHARLES STEELE VA CLINIC.—

(1) DESIGNATION.—The clinic of the Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs located at 1766 Ma-
jestic Lane in Billings, Montana, shall after
the date of the enactment of this Act be
known and designated as the ‘‘Benjamin
Charles Steele VA Clinic”.

(2) REFERENCES.—AnNy reference in any law,
regulation, map, document, paper, or other
record of the United States to the clinic re-
ferred to in paragraph (1) shall be considered
to be a reference to the Benjamin Charles
Steele VA Clinic.

The bill (S. 1282), as amended, was or-
dered to be engrossed for a third read-
ing, was read the third time, and
passed.
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